Valley Area Special Needs Religious Education (VASNRE)
October 31, 2023 | 1:00 PM
Holy Spirit Parish Center Conference Room
Present: Patty West, Adam Arnoldussen, Gretchen Ortner, Maggie Melchoir, Ron Rademacher
Excused: Tammy Schmahl
Call to order and Prayer
1. Parish assessments
a. St Paul’s needs an invoice for their assessment. Maggie said St Paul’s may not be able to pay full assessment.
b. St Nick’s paid an assessment of $150 as we only have 1 student from the parish, and they were unable to pay $810.
c. Discussed opening assessments up to more parishes all around the Fox Valley and also lowering the payment from $810 to $100-$300. 
2. Board members
a. Need a representative from St Nick’s. 
3. Carepool
a. Discussed having our Carepool students leave class at 11:15 instead of 11:30 because of class ending earlier.
b. Noted that we received our first Carepool invoice from September- $156.84.
c. Discussed having the same driver every class for our students, but Gretchen mentioned that the reason it’s a new driver each class is because drivers pick up shifts when they desire to. Also discussed making sure the drivers have cars that can handle walkers/mobility devices.
4. Discussed applying for grants
a. KoC grant, Catholic Foundation grants (Lumen Christi), as well as possibly others.
b. Due December 1st, 2023.
c. Maggie and Gretchen scheduled a meeting next Monday 11/6 to go over the grants and how to apply for them.
5. Patty mentioned that Santa is officially booked for Christmas program
6. Finance report 
a. VASNRE budget is still in a good place financially.
b. Income: Assessments from St Katherine Drexel, Holy Cross and St Nick’s; student fees.
c. Expenses: Gretchen bought class supplies; payroll for Gretchen; Gretchen and Patty making copies; Carepool payment.
7. Discussed contacting priests
a. Gretchen will email each priest and give them our class dates, asking them if they are interested to give a talk to/teach students and if so which date they are available/would like to come.
b. Fr Mack, Fr Ron, Fr Ben, Fr Luke especially noted.
c. Discussed having a special needs Mass.
8. Talked about ideas for future classes
a. Teaching the Rosary.
i. Maggie mentioned she has a large whiffle ball Rosary that could be useful.
ii. Gretchen mentioned she bought visuals to help teach the Rosary and all the Mysteries.
iii. One student’s mom makes Rosaries- have students make them too during a class?
iv. Patty came up with the idea of having the priests bless them during the class.
b. Teaching the Sign of the Cross
i. Many students don’t know what it is/how to do it correctly.
9. Patty mentioned how she will be on vacation in November/December and will miss two classes
10. Next Board Meeting was scheduled: February 5th, 2024 at 1:00pm in the Holy Spirit Parish Center Conference Room
11. Adjourned- 2:10PM.
